LIFE   OF   LORD   REDESDALE
During his tenure of office several important legal posts
fell vacant, and the appointments made to fill them on his
recommendation met with general approbation, though he
seldom got any credit for the transaction. His letters
show that these appointments caused him many hours of
anxious thought. The importance of finding suitable men
to fill the higher offices could scarcely be exaggerated it
affected the well-being of the whole country. The
Attorney-General, besides being the first law officer with
great patronage in his gift, was, with the Solicitor-General,
obliged to give his opinion on all legal matters submitted
to him; he was also one of the most important members
of the Privy Council and was thus brought into direct
touch with the whole administrative system of the country
and was constantly consulted by the Viceroy and Chief
Secretary on matters of general policy. The high law
officials habitually repaired to the Castle to deal with
matters which in England would have been considered
outside their province. As narrow-minded political
fanatics they could do an incalculable amount of harm.
In recommending the men he considered most suitable
for important posts, it is noteworthy that the Chancellor
always suggested persons who commanded the respect
and liking of the Bar, and he made his recommendation on
that ground. This was widely recognized by the profes-
sion, and though his enemies spared no pains to damage
his reputation and to misrepresent his actions the Bar
admitted his loyal attitude towards them. Irish historians
whose accounts of his activities in other directions are often
little better than a burlesque of the facts are either silent
or eulogistic over his professional conduct. I have not met
with an adverse criticism from them on that score. This
fact was well known to the Viceroy. "I sincerely hope
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